CITY OF MOULTON, TEXAS

Amendments to Ordinance No. 06112019-02
ARTICLE 8.02 OBSTRUCTIONS

WHEREAS the City Council for the City of Moulton, Lavaca County, Texas convened at
the regularty scheduled public City meeting for the month of August 2022 and hereby approved

the following Amendments of the City of Moulton’s Code of Ordinances.

NOW THEREFQORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF MOULTON, TEXAS THAT ORDINANCE NUMBER 06112019-02 BE
AMENDED AS FOLLOWS:

Sec. 8.02.001 Violations

(b) 1t shall be a violation for any person, firm or corporation to obstruct or encumber,
to any extent, any portion of any public driveway and or any intersection of a street, within
fifteen (15) feet of either side by or with any vehicle, any portion of a vehicle, trailer, object
or anything whatsoever in any manner.,

Sec. 8.02.002 Penalty

Any person, firm or corporation violating any section or subsection of this article shall upon
conviction be fined in accordance with the general penalty for Class C Misdemeanors found in
Chapter 12 of the Texas Penal Code, as may be amended from time to time, or any successor
Chapter that may be enacted by the legislature referencing the punishment range for Class C
Misdemeanors.

Sec. 8.03.010 Inapplicability of article

The provisions of this article shall not apply to a vehicle or vehicle part that is:

(1) Completely enclosed within a building in a lawful manner where it is not visible from
the street or other public or private property; or

(2) Stored or parked in a lawful manner on private property in connection with the business
of licensed vehicle dealer or junk yard, OR that is an antique or special interest vehicle
stored by a motor vehicle collector on the collector’s property, if the vehicle or part and
the outdoor storage area, if any, are:

(A)YMaintained in an orderly manner consistent with Article 6 of the City’s Code of
Ordinances;




(B)Not a health hazard as determined by the Chief of Police or his/her designee; and

(C) Screened from ordinary public view by appropriate means, including a fence,
rapidly growing trees or shrubbery, and/or a motor vehicle cover which was
manufactured for the specific purpose of being a motor vehicle cover. Tarps, plastic
or any type of cloth not specifically designed and produced to be a motor vehicle
cover by the manufacturer shall not be used to screen a vehicle or part from ordinary
public view under this section.

Sec. 8.023.12 Notice given within one year

[Section removed from the City of Moulton’s Code of Ordinances.]
Sec. 8.03.013 Abandoned vehicles

1. Authority to take into custody; notice

a. The police department of the City of Moulton, Texas shall take into custody an
abandoned vehicle. Vehicle for the purposes of this section shall include, but
is not limited to: any and all motor propelled vehicles, trailers of any type and
recreational vehicles (R.V.’s), All laws pursuaat to the Texas Transportation
Code, as may be amended from time to time, shall be adhered to in taking into
custody an abandoned vehicle, in addition to the following. Should a conflict
arise between the Texas Transportation Code and this Section, the Texas
Transportation Code shall control and be followed in taking an abandoned
vehicle into custody.

b. The last known owner of the motor vehicle and all lienholders shall be notified
within ten (10) days by registered mail, return receipt requested, that the vehicle
will be taken into custody. The notice shall describe the year, make, model,
and vehicle identification number (VIN} of the abandoned vehicle, The notice
shall also inform the owner and any lienholders of their rights to reclaim the
motor vehicle within twenty (20) days after the date of the notice upon payment
of all towing, preservation, and storage charges resulting from taking the
vehicle into custody. The City may utilize a third party towing and storage
company for the purpose of towing, preservation, and storage of the abandoned
vehicle. The notice shall state that the failure of the owner or lienholders to
exercise their right to reclaim the vehicle within the time provided shall be
deemed a watver by the owner and all lienholders of all right, title and interest
in the vehicle and their consent to the sale of the abandoned vehicle at a public
auction.




c. If the identity of the last registered owner cannot be determined, or if the
registration contains no address for the owner, or if it is impossible to determine
with reasonable certainty the identity and address for the owner, or if it is
impossible to determine with reasonable certainty the identity and address of
all lienholders, notice by one publication in one newspaper of general
circulation in the area where the motor vehicle was abandoned, shall be
sufficient to meet all requirements. Such notices can contain multiple listings
of abandoned vehicles. Any such notices shall be within the time requirements
prescribed for notice by registered or certified mail and shall have the same
contents required for a notice by registered or certified mail.

2. Sale at auction

a. If an abandoned motor vehicle has not be reclaimed or provided for as in the
sections and subsections above, the city shall sell the abandoned motor vehicle
at a public auction. Proper notice of the public auction shall be given. The
purchaser of the motor vehicle shall take title to the motor vehicle free and clear
of all liens and claims of ownership, shall receive a sales receipt from the city
and shall be entitled to register the purchased vehicle and receive a certificate
of title. From the proceeds of the sale of an abandoned motor vehicle the city
shall reimburse itself for the expenses of the auction, the costs of towing,
preserving, and storing the vehicle, and all notice and publication costs
incurred. Any remainder from the proceeds of a sale shall be held for the owner
of the vehicle or lienholder for ninety (90) days, and then shall be deposited in
a special fund which shall remain available for payment of auction, towing,
preserving, storage, and all notices and publication costs which result from
placing other abandoned vehicles in custody, whenever the proceeds from a sale
of such other abandoned vehicles fail to meet expenses and costs.
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